Find vour

music identity

Why should singers take time to discover
their musical identity?

Discovering a musical identity
is essential for singers to move
past simple imitation and
cultivate true authenticity. It
allows vocalists to stand out in
a crowded industry, connect
deeply with listeners, and build
a sustainable, fulfilling career
based on their unique, natural
strengths.

Listeners can quickly spot the
difference between an
imitation and an authentic
performance. Finding your
sound means your life
experiences, values, and
natural vocal qualities inform
your art, resulting in a sincere
and emotionally resonant
performance.

In an era where production
technology can polish anyone
to perfection, what makes a
singer memorable is their
distinct sonic signature. A clear
musical identity helps you craft
a recognizable brand and
artistic style that gets noticed
by audiences, promoters, and
industry professionals.

Understanding who you are as
an artist provides a compass for
your career. It makes choosing
repertoire, collaborating with
songwriters, and deciding on
performance aesthetics much
more natural, as you will
inherently know what aligns
with your artistic vision.

People use music to express
their own personalities and
values. When a singer clearly
communicates their own
perspective, they attract a loyal,
dedicated audience that
resonates with their specific
worldview.

Exploring different genres and
technical approaches—a core
part of finding your vocal
identity—ensures you learn to
sing in ways that suit your
unigue biological instrument.
This understanding protects
your voice from strain and
extends the longevity of your
career.
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Some aspects of
music identity

Vocal Timbre

Genre Blending

Lyrical Themes

Performance
Style

Vocal Phrasing

Production
Choices




Some challenges & unexpected experiences

Exploring musical identity—whether through
the music you listen to or the art you create—is a
deeply personal journey. However, it often
comes with hurdles like overcoming the "illusion
of talent", navigating shifting social pressures,
and facing the vulnerability of self-expression in
a competitive or algorithmic landscape.

Many people are hindered by the ingrained
belief that to be a musician, you must possess
innate, flawless talent. This misconception often
causes people to feel excluded from actively
creating or engaging with music.

For practicing musicians, genres bring rigid
stereotypes (e.g., the stoic classical performer or the
macho rock/metal persona). Feeling like you don't fit
the mold of a specific musical community can lead to
alienation or "imposter syndrome".

If you are currently on this journey, embracing
experimentation without judgment and recognizing
that your musical identity is meant to be flexible is the
best way forward. Exploring new sounds, studying the
history of your favorite genres, and taking the pressure
off "perfection" can help you reconnect with your
authentic musical self. [

To get started...

Finding your musical identity as a singer starts
with stripping back your influences to discover
where your natural voice lies. The best first steps
include analysing your vocal anatomy, exploring
and blending genres, and recording yourself to
find your most authentic, resonant sound.

Instead of copying your favourite artists, break
down why you like them so you can borrow
specific elements.

e The "Three Singers" Exercise: Pick three
vocalists you are drawn to. Write down
exactly what you love about them (e.g., the
grit in their tone, their emotional phrasing, or
their agility).

e Cross-Genre Mixing: Try singing a pop song in
a jazz style or a rock song with folk phrasing.
This experimentation helps reveal which
techniques you gravitate towards.

Considerations...

Consider booking a few sessions with
a professional vocal coach. Look for
teachers who specialize in vocal health
and contemporary styles, rather than
just classical training, to ensure they
support your unigue artistic goals.

e Vocal Tagging: Turn on an instrumental
track and simply scat, hum, or sing
gibberish over it. Let your muscle
memory and emotions guide you rather
than trying to hit perfect, planned notes.

e Songwriting: Even if you don't consider
yourself a songwriter, writing basic
melodies or lyrical ideas forces you to
rely entirely on your own internal sound
rather than interpreting someone else's.
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